Tough on the causes of terrorism?

New Labour once had a slogan: ‘Tough on crime, tough on the causes of crime’. That meant: it treated criminals more harshly, but also tried harder than the Tories to tackle the causes of crime. 

    Recently, with his attack on the 60s and his increasingly pro-rich-people policies, Tony Blair has given up being tough on the causes of crime. For what are the real causes of crime? The evidence is overwhelming: they are poverty, lack of socio-economic opportunity, lack of meaningful community involvement; plus a climate of force, violence, lack of social hope. People resort to crime because they are poor in a society which appears to value wealth above anything else. And because they are not encouraged sufficiently to value the good-will – and good life -- of their neighbours, and of strangers. Violent crime is fuelled by our government and culture tending to regard peaceful action as ineffective, even ‘sissy’.

     Being ‘tough on crime’ is quite pointless unless one is also prepared to be tough on the causes of crime. It’s pointless tackling the symptoms without tackling the underlying disease. So it is disastrous that New Labour has not even tried to undertake big changes in economic policy that would really tackle crime’s causes. Changes in economic policy that would give us a real sense of community again, through redistribution of wealth. What real sense of community can someone living in socially-deprived parts of Yarmouth or Mile Cross have with a relatively rich person in Eaton or Reepham? And what real sense of community can any of us have with the super-rich: e.g. Rupert Murdoch, Madonna, or the Duke of Devonshire?

     If society fought a war on poverty, and gave people shared goals to believe in, crime would fall drastically. That would be: tackling the causes of crime.

     Now, what about terrorist crime? If we were going to be ‘Tough on terrorism, tough on the causes of terrorism’, what changes in policy would follow?

     Well, we in the ‘coalition’ might start by no longer engaging in terrorism ourselves. The Oxford Dictionary defines terrorism as a “policy of seeking to obtain political demands by violence and intimidation”. Remember ‘Shock and Awe’? Remember the systematic terrorisation – the torture – of prisoners in Abu Gharaib and Guantanamo? Say no more.

     Next, we might look deeply to see what turns someone into a non-state terrorist (into, e.g., a suicide-bomber). What drives people to such despair that they turn themselves into human bombs? 

     Maybe the grinding poverty suffered by nearly everyone in the non-Western world. Maybe learning the lesson that the West only respects violence, and doesn’t listen to peaceful protest. Maybe feeling that there is something hypocritical in the West’s insistence that we (including Israel) can have nukes, but if you darker-skinned people ever try to get your hands on them or on any other WMDs, we will destroy you. Maybe the West’s propping up of human-rights-abusing regimes across the globe, provided that their leaders are willing to do our bidding and sell us their oil. Maybe a searing sense of injustice at the seemingly-endless U.S. military presence in the Middle East, at the killing of a million Iraqis by U.S./U.K. sanctions in the 90s, and of over 100,000 Iraqis since March 2003; above all, at the vicious occupation of Palestine by the (U.S.-sponsored) Israeli army.

     Maybe it is understandable why, under these extreme pressures, ordinary people no different at birth from you or I would become terrorists. If you, dear reader, had been brought up in a refugee camp, and seen your parents brutalized and humiliated daily, if you had been deprived of any economic opportunity, and been offered no effective non-violent outlet for your sense of injustice, maybe you too would have despaired, and considered throwing your life away to strike back at those who brought these conditions about.

     It is the appalling foreign polices of Britain and America – most crucially, our propping up of the aggressive Zionist regime in Israel while it illegally occupies Palestine – which fuel terrorism. WE are the main cause of non-state terrorism. 

     If we want to be tough on the causes of terrorism we need to: Stop pillaging the 3rd world through our corporations and through the IMF / World Bank. Stop unleashing illegal wars of domination. Stop supporting Israel – and, instead, boycott it, until it tears down the apartheid wall, drops its racist policies against Arabs, and frees Palestine. 

      If we make those changes, we will drastically reduce the risk of a terrorist assault on our own soil. If we do not, then, next time, the fire will not be in New York, Madrid or Baghdad, but in Britain.
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